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Sir Roger L'Estrange. By GEORGE Kitchin. London, 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Trtibner & Co., 19 13. — xiv, 440 pp. 

Roger L'Estrange is known today chiefly for his pioneer work as a 
journalist in the seventeenth century and is read, when read at all, for 
his translation of ^Esop's fables. A discussion of the vicissitudes of 
his life, however, should yield far more to the student of history than 
to the student of literature. He was a staunch royalist throughout the 
whole of his long career, so consistent a defender of divine right and 
so eager a castigator of Presbyterians that by 1685 he found himself 
left high and dry, deserted by his former friends and hooted for a 
Papist by the public he despised. As censor of the press he exhibited 
unprecedented severity; in fact, the history of his activities throws 
great light on the well-nigh absolute power of licensers and on the lati- 
tude allowed them in taking steps toward the detection, arrest and 
punishment of offenders. The execution of John Twynne , for instance , 
was only one of the " successes " attributable to L' Estrange 's efforts. 
Even his journalistic enterprises — the publication of the Intelligencer, 
the Newes and the later and more ambitious Observator — were under- 
taken not so much to disseminate information as to control and super- 
vise it. L'Estrange was a prolific pamphleteer, always in the thick of 
the fight over Papists, " exclusionists," dissenters, toleration, and the 
use of the dispensing power, expressing himself with such bluntness 
and utter disregard of popular opinion that he brought upon himself 
the hatred of the more liberal public and was obliged at one time to 
flee the country. It was due to the tenacity of " Dog Towser," as 
L'Estrange was called, that the perjury of Titus Oates in the affair of 
the alleged Popish Plot was finally exposed. The controversies in 
which he indulged form an illuminating comment upon the history of 
the later Stuarts. 

Mr. Kitchin has recognized the value of his material, and in the 
matter of careful research his book leaves nothing to be desired. He 
has brought to light correspondence never before noted and has been 
indefatigable in tracking down references to obscure personages and 
happenings. He has voluminous information about everything. Un- 
fortunately, he has not been able to write a book. The material is 
thrown in much as he found it and the result is 400-odd pages of con- 
fused notes, some valuable, some unimportant, which need badly to be 
composed, arranged or eliminated. The notorious case of John 
Twynne, referred to above, is never clearly told in any one place 
though brief references to it are scattered through the work. It is im- 
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possible to get from the book a coherent biographical sketch of an 
eccentric and vivid personality because of the author's inconsequential 
arrangement of material, hasty paragraphs and crabbed style. The in- 
adequate index makes the work almost useless as a reference book for 
students of history; and the numerous bibliographical inaccuracies 
throw suspicion on its value as " a contribution to the history of the 
press." Yet information is there and plenty of it — for students as 
patient in research as Mr. Kitchin himself. 

A more reliable bibliography of L'Estrange is that given by Pro- 
fessor Trent in the Cambridge History of English Literature, volume 
x, pages 463-466. A full list of corrections and additions to Mr. 
Kitchin's bibliography is to be found in the New York Nation, volume 
xcvii, pages 31-32 and 54-55. 

Harriet Fox Whicher. 

Urbana, Illinois. 

Responsible Government in the Dominions. By Arthur Ber- 
riedale Keith. Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 191 2. — Three vol- 
umes : li, xi, xii, 1670 pp. 

Mr. Keith's three volumes are the expansion of an earlier work which 
appeared under the same title in 1909. Quite evidently they are the 
result of long familiarity with the colonial field and of painstaking in- 
vestigation. Although the author has made good use of Parliamentary 
Government in the British Colonies, he has, during the period which 
that justly celebrated work covers, drawn on sources of information 
which Todd did not use ; and in considering the development of the 
last thirty years — a period of peculiar difficulty in view of the slow 
transformation of the self-governing colonies into a " galaxy of inde- 
pendent nations," as Laurier phrased it — he had no general treatise to 
rely upon for guidance. The industry required for the collection of so 
much varied information as Mr. Keith presents deserves particular 
recognition. He has made it possible to gain a fairly adequate knowl- 
edge of British colonial institutions without making a search through 
the special literature of each colony. 

Mr. Keith has given us a systematic treatise, not for popular use, 
but for use mainly as a work of reference. Precedent and practice are 
set forth with an abundant detail, and from the standpoint of a lawyer. 
The list of cases cited occupies fifteen pages ; the list of acts, eighteen. 
There are occasions, one must confess, when the details are a little too 
obtrusive, when the book falls somewhat short of that pyramid form 



